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Dates to note 
     
April 
 
 06  NAPLAN Parent   
            Information Session  
 08  P & C Meeting—7pm  
 09  Final Day—Term 1 
   Easter Presentation (see                    
   back of newsletter  
 20  Student Free Day  
 21  Student Free Day   
   (Ministerial) 
   Proposed Parent/Teacher 
   Interview Afternoon 
   (Details enclosed) 
   

 
 

Clifton At A Glance. 
 

This newsletter introduction has taken some time in writ-
ing but, as Principal of Clifton High – and hence the ac-
countable carer for your children aged between 12 and 
18 years during school hours – I think it is my responsi-
bility to write the following: 
 
Recently, at the school social which was extremely well 
organised by the student social committee, a very small 
group of our students chose to consume alcohol before 
attending the event. 
 
Because of the excellent supervision provided by the 
staff of our school, this was noticed and managed ap-
propriately. The aftermath is what I would like to draw 
your attention to. 
 
It is unfortunate that the gossip and comments that we 
have heard since the event indicate that the many stu-
dents who weren’t involved in the incident are being 
branded by the mistakes and poor choices made by a 
very few. It is unfortunate that our school is being spo-
ken about so negatively because of this. 
 
The people who made this mistake are teenagers. 
 
Every person I have met in my life has at some time 
made a mistake – which we usually realise was a mis-
take only after the event! – and if we didn’t make some 
mistakes we wouldn’t learn. Let’s not forget that! Unfor-
tunately, some mistakes can have tragic outcomes and 
this is the way our school feels about underage drinking! 
It can result in tragic outcomes and it can affect the 
safety and health of our youth! Our school does not at 
any time support breaking the law or the inappropriate 
and unsafe use of alcohol! 
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 In this light, that is the way, after discussion within 
our teaching and Counselling ranks, we chose to 
deal with this incident. Please be assured that 
there is a long term plan in place for these stu-
dents and it is based around logical conse-
quence, and the goal of making better choices. 
 
I ask that thought be given to the difficulties and 
challenges of raising teenagers before blaming 
students, parents or the school. I ask that our 
youth are not damned for one mistake and I ask 
that our community keep faith in our great little 
school, its even greater students and the wonder-
ful teaching staff who gave of their unpaid time 
and took time out of their own busy lives to super-
vise and accept responsibility for the social. 
 
I cannot promise that this will not happen again, 
but I am going to promise that, we at the high 
school will continue to provide a highly competi-
tive education service in a caring and nurturing 
manner that leads students to making of better 
choices. 
 
Jan S 

 
REMINDER 

 
NAPLAN PARENT INFORMATION SESSION, 

APRIL 6TH AT 5.00 PM  
 

PARENT/TEACHER INTERVIEW 
 AFTERNOON 

 
The Parent/Teacher Interview afternoon will be 
held Tuesday, 21 April commencing at 5.00 pm.  
The P & C will be providing a BBQ and parents 
will have the opportunity to discuss student pro-
gress with teachers during the evening.  
(Please note the change in time from the last 
newsletter.)  
 
 

Year 8 Core English 
 
Students will be reading a novel next term in Eng-
lish and will be asked to keep a reflective reading 
journal. 
 
As a result, all Year 8 students will need to pur-
chase a second A4 writing pad for English.  Stu-
dents will be expected to have this book along 
with their current one, for their first lesson next 
term.  
 
Marg Hutchinson, Core English Teacher 
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On Monday, 6th April, Senator John Hogg was 
officially greeted by Student Representatives, 
William Bazley and Emma Earl. 
 
Senator Hogg has been an active member of the 
ALP since 1976 at both a state and national level 
and is currently President of the Senate. 
 
Major features of Senator Hogg’s visit:- 
· Open Water Harvesting Project at Clifton 

State High 
· Presentation of a Certificate on behalf of 

Minister Julia Gillard for the 44 computers 
provided to the school under the Federal 
Government computer funding program 
(National Secondary Schools Computer 
Fund). 

· Particular interest in the school’s Real Fu-
tures Program and our partnership with the 
Beacon Foundation. 

_________________________________________ 

 
REMINDER TO PARENTS 

 
Please contact office staff: 
· if your contact details (including 

numbers for emergency contacts)
need to be updated.  

· If your child has any unexplained ab-
sences 

· We would also appreciate your feed-
back as to whether you would rather 
be contacted by email, sms text mes-
sages or telephone when we are 
tracking absences. 
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TOOWOOMBA SHOW 
 
Some members of our school cattle team at-
tended the Toowoomba Show on Friday and Sat-
urday last week.  Cayb and BJ Schwerin showed 
their own stud cattle with some success! 
 
Both boys are committed and work hard to 
achieve success in this field, and are ably sup-
ported by their parents in their endeavours.   
Congratulations Cayb and B.J.! 
 
Results for Cayb 
�  Champion Junior Bull 
�  Champion Senior Female Santa Gertrudes 
�  Grand Champion Female 
�  Grand Champion Santa Gertrudes Bull 
�  Supreme Santa Gertrudes Exhibit  
 

The school didn’t have any cattle entered, as the 
two young steers the students have been break-
ing in weren’t quite ready. Students were, how-
ever given the opportunity to prepare and show 
stud cattle for other exhibitors.  Justin Wade, 
Christine Pauli and Alex Earl assisted Gary, our 
Team Manager and instructor, to present cattle 
from his Aussie Park Simmental Stud.  
 
 

Results for Gary  
�  Reserve Champion Heifer 
�  Champion Junior Bull 
�  Grand Champion Simmental Bull 
�  Supreme Simmental Exhibit of the Show 
�  1st Breeder’s Group  
 
Nikita Bradshaw and Rebecca Woods worked 
with David Skillington from Warwick to prepare 
and show his stud’s Belted Calloway cattle.  
These girls so impressed the owner that he has 
offered them the job of leading his cattle at any 
future show, if they want the job.  Great work 
girls! 
 
All students participated in The Paraders Compe-
tition, but didn’t receive a placing.  Both Christine 
and Justin competed in the Young Judges Com-
petition on the Saturday.  While Christine was 
asked to speak, she wasn’t placed.  Even though 
it was a rather daunting experience to speak in 
such a public place with a large crowd, Christine 
did a terrific job.   
 
We commend students for their enthusiasm and 
professionalism over the two days.  We look for-
ward to great things to come with our cattle team. 
 
Marg Hutchinson  
 



 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Step Out Program 2009 
 

Sixteen students from Clifton State High School participated in a full five (5) day program gaining insight and 
hands-on experience into the Brick and Blocklaying Industry along with the opportunity to learn and develop skills 
in: 
 

Occupational Health and Safety Requirements 
Read and Interpret Plans 
Measurement and Calculations 
Plan and Organise Work Requirements 
Usage of Hand and Power Tools 
Laying Bricks and Blocks 

 
The project involved building a wall and seating around the tuckshop area out of bricks.   Of the 16 students who 
participated in the program, four (4) students will be eligible for pre-apprenticeship training in a more Intensive 
Skills Course in the near future. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
L – R :- Back Row, Steve Manley, Clinton Stenzel, Ashley Dempsey, Josh Bellingham, Douglas Nowland, Matthew Scotney, 
Nick Kuhn, Barry Sutcliffe, 
Taylor Deasy, Kyle Case, Jayden Batey-Stone, Sean Elburg, Val Manley, Luke Lewis, William Duff, James Johansen, Wil-
liam Porter, Mitchell Rayner 
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