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Dates to note 
     
 
March 
 
 05—06  Yr 8 Camp –Condamine 
 11  P & C Meeting (AGM) 
 26  Toowoomba Show  
   Holiday  
 
April 
 
 08  P & C Meeting   
 09  Final Day—Term 1  
   
   

 
 
  
  

 

Clifton At A Glance. 
 
Our third newsletter and, yet again, it is packed with the great 
things our school is doing. As those who eagerly await this 
newsletter are aware – we missed one. A virus went through our 
school and the staff shortage which resulted, put us behind 
schedule. 
 
Our association with the Beacon Foundation again has given a 
number of students a great experience and we look forward to 
more of these opportunities. Lots of extra curricular activities are 
occurring at the moment and a big thanks goes to all the staff 
and parents who are involved in making these type of activities 
occur. 
 
Most of our students are really trying hard to meet our uniform 
policy and there have been many instances of students accept-
ing responsibility for their behaviours. This is pleasing to see and 
indicates that we are working well towards our goals. 
 
Our year 12 leadership team has been very active early in the 
year and I commend them on their efforts. Their fundraising has 
been successful. They have started another fundraising initiative 
for the leukaemia foundation and gossip tells me that our very 
own groundsman, Bill Sheraton, is also heavily involved with 
this. He will be shaving his head and a number of our students 
will be colouring their hair. It would be great if our whole school 
community could get behind this endeavour to raise funds for 
such a worthwhile cause. 
 
If you’re passing our school, take a look at the neatness of our 
gardens and the new ones that Bill, Mrs Kath and the year 9 stu-
dents are presently constructing. As well, the construction on the 
multi purpose area will turn this area into a more usable and 
safer space. 
 
Just a gentle reminder to all our school community – caps and 
jeans are not acceptable attire at our school. Lynetz has plenty 
of sun safe hats and school uniforms available. The great pri-
mary, wide brimmed hats are especially welcome so recycle and 
be sun safe! 
 
I hope that everyone has settled back into a routine and that all 
is going well. If there are any problems, please ring and make us 
aware of them so that we can work together to find answers. 
 
Next newsletter will have lots of photos of the Condamine camp 
– I’ll sponsor a prize for the best “candid” snap of any teacher 
taken at 6.00am on Friday morning. Must be minus the sun-
glasses and Cowboy pjs. 
 
Jan S 



 From the Deputy Principal 
 

We have reached week 6 and the assessment calen-
dars have been distributed to all students. These are a 
great way for you to help your son or daughter to do 
well with their learning and to plan their study effec-
tively. 
 
Our Cattle Team members did well at the Clifton Show 
with our star pupils – “Ollie” and ‘Monty”. Also, we had 
good community interest with our Agricultural Science 
stall.  Ms Kath, Mr Dyson and student Will Bazley did 
well with the plant & tree sales. 
 
Our new year 8 students are progressing well with 
their first few weeks in high school and we are gather-
ing some candid shots to put into their learning folios 
for all parents to see at the completion of term. It 
seems to be a more stable learning environment this 
year as we have both Middle Year cohorts utilising the 
CORE SUBJECTS and FOUNDATION (elective) for-
mats. You will hopefully hear about this and may be 
able to take an active role in our literacy and numeracy 
development with these cohorts over the coming se-
mesters.  
 
Our Acting Head of Middle School, Mr Pukallus, has 
spent many hours researching and leading workshops 
for our staff in developing strategies for our teaching 
teams to embrace and enhance the learning for our 
students. 
 
In closing, I saw the movie “Goodbye Mr Chips” the 
other night. It was produced prior to 1939. It created 
much interest for me in that it focused upon teacher & 
student relationships with respect to learning. Values 
played a major role in this school setting and I believe 
they are emerging again as a pivotal aspect of modern 
day teaching. Who says we can’t learn from the past? 
Let’s move forward with some wisdom gained from our 
past. 
 
Anthony Bartlett 
 
PS – I’m thinking of a Queensland NRL trifecta this 
year: Cowboys, Broncos & Titans – wouldn’t that  
create a Storm. ( oops, that could be an omen) 
 
Religious Instruction 
 

We are in the final stage of completing the Religious 
Instruction program for 09.  You will shortly be given 
notice about your son/daughter participating in this 
program dependent upon your approval.  Doug Espie 
is a Youth Pastor from Highfields Church of Christ who 
will utilise the Interdenominational Scripture Union re-
sources in this program which will run for one lesson 
every 2nd Friday.  Doug also works at our school in 
the capacity as our Chaplain, however, his participa-
tion as and RI teacher is a different role and is totally 
removed from the Chaplaincy duties he undertakes 
from Monday to Wednesday.    
 
School Reports 
 
We are utilising our One School framework this year to 
produce our reports following its initial rollout for last 
term 08. Full school reports will now be issued at the 

end of each semester. We will still maintain our par-
ent-teacher contact afternoon that occurs early in term 
2. This time will provide an opportunity to discuss your 
student’s progress with your son’s/daughter’s  teach-
ers as well as make face-to-face contact with our 
great teachers. 
 
Tutoring  
 

Maths Tutoring is held each Wednesday afternoon 
from 3.30—4.30 pm.  Students from all year levels are 
welcome to attend.  If you require more information, if 
transport home is an issue or if you require another 
subject to be tutored, please contact Steve Jones on 
4697 3255.   
 
SENIOR SCHOOL NOTES 
THURSDAYS AND THE SENIOR SCHOOL 
 

All year 11 and 12 students who are not undertaking 
placements for school based training are required to 
be at school on Thursdays. Students are not permitted 
to participate in paid employment or stay home to 
study without school approval.  This alternative, which 
may be an option, does have consequences on your 
full time student enrolment and legally requires docu-
mentation at school level.   
 
From next week we hope to have the tutorials in op-
eration. For this term, it is currently planned to offer 
tutorials or support work for students in the following 
subjects:  Maths A, Maths B, Pre-Voc Maths, English, 
Chemistry, Physics, Music/Music Foundation, HPE 
theory, Biology, Outdoor Recreation. 
 
Any students in year 11 or 12 who have not com-
pleted their Certificate 1 from their Work Education 
Program in year 10 are advised to do so as they will 
bank two credits towards the QCE on completion. For 
students here on that day, Thursday is a good oppor-
tunity to work towards completion. 
 
All students are expected to attend with exercise 
books and text books or novels, visual diaries etc, 
revision sheets, homework diaries, task sheets and 
equipment for writing. Some access to the computers 
and library is scheduled but students should not arrive 
expecting to access computers for the day. 
 
Margaret Miller 
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On Monday, 2 February, 2009 – Beacon Student Ambassadors from the Yr 10 cohort were pre-
sented with their badges. 
 
For students to be eligible, students must meet the following requirements to broaden their leader-
ship skills:- 
 
· Taking initiative and making decisions 
· Developing a vision and being proactive 
· Collecting, analysing and organising information 
· Being assertive 
· Working as an individual and as a member of a team 
· Working to scheduled timeframes 
· Taking responsibility 
 
Beacon Student Ambassadors had a full day induction into the Beacon program delivered by Jade 
Leishman from the Beacon Foundation. 
 
Congratulations to:- Jason Wilson, Jarrod Coley, Jacob Allport, Rachel Bell, 
Demi Johnson, Samantha Gillam, Jayde Johnston, Liana Gomez. 
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Robert Collier  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The School Leaders for 2009 were inducted at a special ceremony on Tuesday, 
 24 February.  Ms Marg Smith, from District Office addressed the school on the  
importance of leadership and encouraged our school leaders to do their very best in the roles 
that they have taken on this year.  Principal, Jan, also reminded our school community of 
some of the negative aspects of leadership and how it was important to support leaders when 
this part of the role occurred. Badges were presented by both Ms Smith and Councilor Anne 
Glasheen on behalf of the Toowoomba Regional Council.   

 
 
 
 

Congratulations to the 
2009 School Leaders!  

Ms Marg Smith, SRC Secretary, Jayden Brown, Treasurer, 
Dustin Stenzel, President, Catherine Wilkinson ,Vice-
President,  Danelle Holmes and Councillor Anne Glasheen  

Year Level Representatives: L-R Skye Gilmore, 
Stephanie Bates, Jarrod Coley, Ellie Bange, Jack 
McAntee, Jessica Hoey and Nathan Kuhn  

Marsh House Sports Captains, Ashley Roberts 
and Emma Way receiving their badges from 
Ms Marg Smith.   



  

A successful Swimming Carnival was held at the 
Clifton Pool, last Friday, 13 February with a fair 
level of participation.  
 
Those that chose to compete and others, who 
cheered with great enthusiasm for their house, 
really enjoyed their day.   
 
Congratulations to the Age Champions and to 
Rudd House who once again took out the prize for 
highest points and highest participation!! 
 
Vicki Shepherd was the highest individual points 
scorer on the day.  Well done, Vicki! 
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Under 13 Girls  Meaghan Weidemann  

 Emily Harris 

Under 13 Boys  Justin Canning 

Under 14 Girls Candice Mathie 

Under 14 Boys Micheal Carter 

Under 15 Girls Rachael Bell 

Under 15 Boys Jarrod Coley 

 Jason Wilson 

Under 16 Girls Victoria Shepherd 

Under 16 Boys Patrick Burchett 

Open Boys Nicole Lowry 

Open Girls  Scott Strickland  

LOOK 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Through our partnership with the Beacon Foundation and Wot.if.com, 8 students from Clifton High had a unique oppor-
tunity to participate in an Agricultural and Environmental Field Trip to the east coast of Fraser Island under the guid-
ance of Mr Don Gibson from Conservation Volunteers Australia.  The boys were accompanied on this excursion by Mr 
Dyson.  The students selected had to be reliable, have a good work ethic and be suitable to ‘roughing it’.  Conservation 
activities over the week included weed control in and around the 
swamp land and sand dunes at Happy Valley and water quality 
testing in relation to the health and natural state of the fresh wa-
ter on the island.  
 
The trip was a great experience for the boys involved but not so 
great for some unlucky fish that landed on the end of a line!    
 
An extra special thanks to Mr Dyson who was on duty for 24 
hours for the 5 days and to Dee Schwerin for the great snacks.  
This is much appreciated.  
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Cayb Schwerin, Cheyenne Macura, Bradley Hayward,  
Dylan Burns, Patrick Burchett, Nick Temple����������������James Hobbs and Anthony O’Leary �
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