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Dates to note 
     
October 
 
 14 P & C  
 16 Year 11—Emu Gully 
  Year 7 into 8 Transition Day  
  Parent Information Session  
  2 pm—3 pm  
 19 Student Free Day  
 20 Immunisation Catch Up 
 26 Band Tour 
 
November 
 
 04 Quest-a-thon Science 
 11 Presentation Night 
 17 RAAP—Year 12 
 18 Year 12 Formal  
 20 Final day Year 12  

Clifton At A Glance. 
 
Hellooooo term 4 – and I’m sure it’s not going to be too 
long before I say – Have a great Xmas break! So, as 
always, lots to do and little time to do it in. As Anthony 
outlines in his section – there is a lot of activity this term, 
so keep tuned. 
 
A big thanks to everyone who held the fort while I was 
on leave with all my broken bones. A special thanks to 
Anthony for all his hard work in my absence. As you are 
probably aware, he also has a few old football injuries 
which are playing up, so at times, he operates accompa-
nied by some pain – but we all know how tough these 
old footballers are – especially ones who barrack for that 
team up north – I’ve forgotten their name but I think 
they’re still around!!!! 
 
We had some great results around our NAPLAN while I 
was on leave. Both the primary school and the high 
school were in the top 4 schools on the Downs and in 
the top 60 in QLD, which were noted for making signifi-
cant improvement in their Literacy and Numeracy re-
sults. This also included comparisons with the private 
sector – a great achievement for both schools and great 
work by all involved! 
 
Let’s celebrate all the great achievements little Clifton 
High has accomplished – we are so lucky to have 2 
such great schools in our midst! It’s such a shame that 
often gossip overrides these great achievements and 
people can be “suckered” in to believing that the 
“gossip” is true. 
 
I say this because, just recently, a parent accused me of 
being drunk, dancing on a table until I fell off and injured 
myself and then skited about it to the students!!! In ac-
tual fact, I tripped on a mat while making a cup of tea at 
2am one Sunday! 

REMINDER—STUDENT FREE DAY  
 

  MONDAY, OCTOBER 19  



 In similar vein, as Anthony mentions, a number of 
people are claiming that “the high school is full of 
drugs!” I tell you, there were some nights when my 
arm was aching that perhaps it would have helped, 
but, this accusation just is not true! I’m not denying 
that some students may use drugs but there is ab-
solutely no evidence that they are coming to 
school or being used at school. 
 
There has been much debate over the years as to 
whether school reflects society or whether society 
is reflected in our schools, but what I will say is that 
if drugs are as prevalent in either our school or our 
community, then as parents, we really do need to 
question just how close we are to our children. 
 
When my children were in secondary school, I cer-
tainly knew what was in their ports, in their rooms 
and how much money they were spending. I cer-
tainly would have known if they had purchased 
cigarettes, drugs etc. and I was not a snooping 
mother! 
 
This little article is an alert to all the parents and 
guardians out there. If drugs are prevalent in the 
Clifton community, including our school, who is 
supplying them, how are our young people obtain-
ing enough money to purchase them and why can’t 
the people who live with these students notice that 
there is a change of behaviour??? 
 
Our school is being very vigilant in this matter. Per-
haps if we all place some extra parameters around 
our youth, especially in regard to where they are, 
who they are with and how they spend their money 
(which in many cases is parent’s money) we might 
stop this dreadful drug business wrecking the fu-
ture of our community. 
 
If you have any information about drugs, remem-
ber there is a police hot line. If it is in regard to our 
school, please ring me – I will take calls in regard 
to this matter at any time of the day and week as I 
am particularly concerned about it. 
 
And please remember – gossip hurts – and gossip 
about our school which is supported by very little 
evidence hurts all our students! 
 
Jan S 
 
From the Deputy  
 
Term 4 is off and running. We have a really busy 
term looming with our Year 12 cohort preparing for 
their final few weeks, the Year 11 cohort preparing 
for a leadership excursion, the Year 10’s now con-
solidating their progress from a hectic term 3 with 

their sights set on senior subjects for 2010, and 
our middle year cohorts preparing for the QCAT 
testing with Mathematics and Science.  
 
Oh, I failed to mention the commencement of 
the Primary School Transition Program starting 
this Friday at 10.45am. We have a “master 
chef” activity with Mrs Read and a “forensic fin-
gerprinting” session with Mr Baker, so fingers 
will definitely be dirty by the end of the day. 
 
This term we are  reviewing our Student Behav-
iour Support Plan. Our committee comprises 
students, parents and staff. We are conducting 
three meetings with the outcome being a Sup-
port Plan for our school for the next few years. 
This plan utilises the aspects of being respect-
ful, being responsible and being workplace safe. 
It addresses modern day issues such as mobile 
phones and associated bullying, classroom ex-
pectations, school community values etc. 
 
It is a fitting time to comment about some jobs 
that have been well done – our senior student 
work is currently being examined and most 
deadlines were met. Our student “Good Stand-
ing” excursion was a first and completed on a 
high note, while our informal Parent/Teacher 
and Subject Selection Afternoon proved to be 
most effective with approximately 50 parents 
attending the various aspects of the afternoon. 
 
We have recently received several contacts 
from community members about our school – 
some very glowing about our recent car wash, 
while some have indicated concerns about is-
sues such as the growing drug cultures in 
schools.  
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Wednesday, 11th November  
7 pm   -  FE Logan Hall  

 
 
 
 

~ Finis Coronat Opus ~  



 These, along with bullying are complex concepts. 
Research will show that there are no easy fixes 
as they involve many issues – home, family, in-
come, ready availability of mis-information via the 
internet and Facebook style forums, instant com-
munications and the modern day complexities of 
simply living. You need to be assured that as a 
school community we are addressing these is-
sues with all the resources we have available 
and work closely with other agencies such as our 
Police, Family Services and available Counsel-
ling services. A recent parent interview produced 
a statement of “no bloody way would I be a 
teacher today”. This only reflects the complex 
nature of  these issues that we face today as 
teachers and parents. We need to closely work 
together for the benefit of our young people. 
 
Anthony Bartlett 
 
PS—After waiting years for a Cowboy celebra-
tion, I am now pondering a temporary change to 
aerial ping pong for 2010 – being a Leo, the Li-
ons might be a preference. 

 

Chaplaincy Initiative 
 
A warm G’day to you all!  It’s my pleasure to 
announce a new and exciting development in 
our Chaplaincy program at Clifton High-“Effect” 
Groups. 
 
Effect Groups will be run each Wednesday 
lunchtime. This group is  open to students of all 
ages and backgrounds with questions about 
life. Answers will be from  a Biblical perspec-
tive. 
 
Each group has free Milo, a relaxed and non-
judgemental atmosphere and an open forum 
for students to be themselves and yet be able 
to freely ask questions and explore. 
 
Whilst open to all students, written parental 
consent forms will be required for students to 
actively participate. These forms will be avail-
able to students on request and must be re-
turned prior to participation.  
 
If you have any queries or thoughts feel free to 
contact me at the school (Mon-Wed), and I will 
be more than happy to answer questions/
receive any feedback you may have regarding 
this initiative=) 
 
Doug E. 
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On Wednesday, we called a special parade 
to farewell Jamie Pukallus who has taken up 
a new position as Project Officer for  
Numeracy for the district.  This position is 
currently for the next eight months.   
 
We wish Jamie all the best in this new ven-
ture and look forward to catching up with him 
from time to time.  (Jamie has promised to 
keep in contact!) 

REMINDER: 
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Please ensure your tickets are returned prior to Wednesday, 21st October 

When you build bridges you can 
keep crossing them.  

Rick Pitino 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Thanks to the generous support of the P & C, eighty of our students had the opportunity to visit 
Dreamworld on the Gold Coast at the end of last term.  To be chosen, students had demonstrated 
their commitment to our uniform policy and engagement in classroom learning (Good Standing). 
Student’s conduct on the day was a credit to themselves, their families and their school.  Thank 
you to all staff who made the day a great success!  A fantastic day was had by all!!!  Events such 
as these have the potential of being a very positive aspect of our Clifton schooling.    

  



 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

TASTE – what is it? 
 
TASTE is a program for Year 10, 11 and 12 students 
held at each of the campuses of the Australian Agricul-
tural College Corporation (AACC). TASTE gives students 
industry exposure and introduces students to all aspects 
of agriculture whether it is working with animals, learning 
how crops are grown, how to operate machinery, man-
age the environment or own or manage a property.  
 

 
 
 
 
Clifton High students Justin Wade  and Cameron 
Fowke  attended the Emerald AACC Campus four-day 
program over the September holidays. 
 
The program is designed to help young people 
explore agricultural college life and engage 
in training for different types of careers in the 
rural industry. TASTE gives students an 
appreciation of innovative technologies and the 
specific practical skills used across a diverse range 
of career fields. 
 
Some of the activities in the program include: 
�� Motorbikes 
�� Fencing 
�� Horse Mustering 
�� Farm and Property Tours – Berrigurra Property 
�� Welding 
�� Orienteering 
�� Games evening, and Camp out 
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Excellence on horses ………... 
 
Over the last school holidays a number of Clifton H igh School Students 
have excelled in their chosen sports.   
 
We celebrate these achievements and applaud their d edication and persistence to 
training to realize such a high standard.   
 
At the State Sporting, Campdrafting and Mounted Games 
Championships held in Gympie during the last school holi-
days, Year 9 student, Tonya Hayward and Year 11 student, 
Stacey Sutton excelled in their respective categories.  
 
Tonya  has been selected in the Queensland Campdrafting 
Team after achieving overall 2nd place in her age group with 
a score of  89/100 in her first round event.. 
 
Stacey  also achieved a 2nd placing overall in the State Pony Club Association of Queensland 
Championships for the Sporting Category. She competed against 53 competitors in this category 
and 38 in the campdraft.  Stacey achieved 4th place in the second round of the campdraft. 
 
Teams from all over Queensland and New South Wales competed in these games.  Both girls were 
part of the team that placed 1st overall in the Sporting Category. 
 
Stacey , along with Tonya,  has been selected to compete in the Queensland team when the season 
commences early next year. 
 
Year 10 students, Rachael Bell , Jake Young and Sarah Gilbert have also excelled in their chosen  
events.  

 
Rachael competed at the National Interschool Equestrian Championships at Wer-
ribee (VIC) and placed 4th.  She is currently competing at the Qld Open Dres-
sage Championships in Caboolture.  
 
Jake and Sarah both gained selection in Queensland teams for Polocrosse and 
will compete in these events early next year.    
 
Jake achieved selection into the Queensland Junior Mixed Team for the Austra-
lian Junior Polocrosse Championships after competed at the Selection Trials in 
Chinchilla.  In April, he will be competing in Albury, New South Wales against all 
states and New Zealand.   

 
Sarah was selected for the Queensland Open Juniors to compete at the Australian Nationals in Bal-
larat in March.  She competed against approximately 30 boys to gain selection and will be the first 
girl in 22 years to compete in the Open Juniors Team.  
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