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Dates to note 
     
May    
  
 15 Science & Eng. Challenge 
 17-24 Chaplaincy Week  
 23 Garage Sale  
 25 Band Tour 
 29 Yr 12 Film Night  
 
June 
  
 02 D.D. Cross Country 
 08 Queen’s Birthday Holiday  
 10  P & C—7pm  
 15 Yr 10 Work Exp. commences 
 18 Yr 9 PE Excursion—Warwick 
 19 Beacon Charter Signing 
 26 Last Day of Term  

Clifton At A Glance. 
 
I write this note during a time of unrest in the teaching 
ranks and you will be aware that there is a lot of publicity 
surrounding a teacher stop work meeting this coming 
Tuesday.  As a Principal,  industrial action means a very 
difficult time as I am a union member and support my 
union, but I ‘m also the accountable officer, whether on 
site or not, for what occurs in my school. This means I 
am responsible for the safety and well being of your 
child. 
 
I am also aware that for some of you, the decision to 
stop work does inconvenience you but you need to be 
aware that all the staff at our school care about their stu-
dents and have not made any of these decisions lightly 
and without a lot of professional and personal angst. 
 
I will be in attendance on this day as the Principal and I 
will do everything possible to provide safe supervision 
for your child, however, I will not be able to provide les-
sons.  Should your child be attending on Tuesday, 
please ensure that they have a good book or some 
school work that they can do independently. I will organ-
ise for computer access for students here on the day. 
 
Many thanks for your support at this very difficult time for 
all involved.  Please feel free to ring me if you are at all 
concerned. 
 
Jan S 
 
From the Deputy 
 
I have been asked quite a few times over the past 
weeks “how are you going.” My reply is often the same - 
“busy.” Out of interest I looked up this word in the dic-
tionary: Busy – “ actively and attentively engaged in 
work or a pastime.” Somewhat of an understatement I 
believe. But certainly, it has been “busy” times at the 
school, particularly for certain cohorts. 
 
The Year 9 students this week are undertaking the Na-
tional Assessment Program Literacy and Numeracy 
(NAPLAN). For some, this has been a stressful event, 



 but largely I think students have done a fantastic 
job responding to the demands of the test – par-
ticularly sitting quietly for an hour… I look forward 
to communicating with parents later in the year 
when the results are released. 
 
Next week, staff will begin using our new Positive 
Acknowledgement Postcard. This has been de-
signed by our MindMatters team as a way of rec-
ognising students who have contributed to mak-
ing our school an outstanding educational institu-
tion on a week to week basis. The information to 
be written on the postcards will be compiled by 
our Year Level Coordinators, with the postcards 
personally mailed to parents.  A special thank you 
to Emma Earl for designing the postcard and 
working with the printers to bring this to fruition.  
 
On Friday,15th May, students are attending the 
Science and Engineering Challenge at USQ in 
Toowoomba. Mr Baker will be taking the students 
this year, with high hopes of living up to the suc-
cess Clifton SHS has achieved in previous years. 
Good luck! 
 
Jamie Pukallus 
 
Senior School Notes  
 
1.  OPPORTUNITIES TO DEVELOP UNDER-
STANDINGS ABOUT UNIVERSITY  

 
a) USQ Student Experience Days will be 
open to students interested in the following 
areas of study in the next few weeks: 

Faculty of Sciences (Science) – 
21 May [Thursday] 
Faculty of Business – 22 May  
Faculty of Education – 28 May 
[Thursday] 
Faculty of Engineering and Sur-
veying  - 28 May [Thursday] 
Faculty of Sciences 
(Psychology) - 28 May 
[Thursday] 
Faculty of Sciences (Nursing) – 
4 June 

On these days, students are able to attend 
university tutorials, discover in depth and 
hands-on information about degree pro-
grams, and participate in a number of fun 
activities that will excite and engage them. 
Lunch is free. 
Open to year 11 and 12 students with a 
genuine interest in the course. Students 
will need to make their own arrangements 
with their families to participate in these 
days. 
If interested please see Miss Miller ASAP. 
I will provide each student with a copy of 
the relevant program for the day. 

b) HEAD START - USQ 
This program is for years 11 and 12 stu-
dents with the capability, maturity and 
motivation to undertake a university 
course prior to finishing high school. 
HEAD START INFORMATION NIGHT – 
USQ Toowoomba, Wednesday 20 May 
2009 at 5.30 pm in T119 and T120. 
Students can participate in the Semester 
2 program or in either of the university 
semesters next year. Each university se-
mester is 12 weeks long with a mid se-
mester break. 
Students should: 
· Have a strong interest in the course 

matter of their proposed subject of 
study  

· Be capable of undertaking the study 
successfully in addition to their cur-
rent workload 

· Have the support of their school 
and parents/guardians.  

Students will need to consider how this 
enrolment would affect their year 12 re-
sults – as they would have to consider the 
impact of sporting and cultural pursuits, 
paid employment, involvement in other 
studies. 

c) QCS PREPARATION – Year 12 students 
eligible for OPS and those NOP students 
who are interested in participating have 
begun their program of preparation. 
A full day of testing practice will be under-
taken on the last Friday of term when stu-
dents will complete a practice Writing 
Task and a Multiple Choice Paper. 
Any students who have special require-
ments for the QCS test need to advise the 
school by May 20. 

d) EXIT LINES – Year 12 students have re-
ceived this magazine from QSA. It has 
very important information about all as-
pects of QCS, the QCE, and related mat-
ters. Students are encouraged to show 
this to their parents. Those absent on 
Wednesday 13 May need to collect one 
from school. 

e) EXTENSION ACTIVITIES – poetry writing 
The Dorothea Mackellar poetry awards 
for 2009 close on June 26. There is a 
section for years 10 -12 students and I 
encourage aspirant poets to enter their 
work. First prize is $500.00 and a trophy 
and Runner-up is $300.00 and a trophy. 
Information available at 
www.dorothea.com.au. 
 
Regards, Margaret 
 



 CHAPLAINCY WEEK—   17—24 May—
Check out what is happening later in this news-
letter.   
 
Immunisations  
 
The immunisations for Year 8 girls and any Year 
10 girls who required a catch up was postponed 
due to unforeseen circumstances and will now be 
held on Monday,  18 May.   
 
P & C  
 
On behalf of the school we would like to welcome 
the new P & C Committee for 2009. 
 
 President—Colin Bell 
 Secretary—Kellie Saville 
 Treasurer—Julie Blurton   
 
We would also like to express our sincere thanks 
to Chris Bazley and Liz Woods (former secretary 
and treasurer)  for their service to the school. 
 
This year, the P & C are planning to make im-
provements to the area around our tuckshop and 
are planning to conduct a raffle to assist with 
raising funds for this project.  Please find a tear 
off slip later in this newsletter for you to return to 
the school should you be willing to sell tickets on 
behalf the P & C.  Also, if you have any skills to 
offer, eg. painting, or have any plants you could 
donate to this area please contact Colin Bell on 
46964 526 or Jan Schibrowski at the school.    
 
A special thank you to the P & C for a donation of 
$200 towards the costs of our students attending 
the Science and Engineering Challenge in 
Toowoomba.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Uniform News 
 
New opening times for uniform purchase.  
Monday and Wednesday only 8.45 am — 9.15 
am.  Other times by arrangement through school 
office only.   
 
2nd Hand Uniforms from $5.00 ea.  
 
NEW Polar Fleeces Beanies and Scarves in 
school colours $5.00 ea.  
 
ATTENTION…….. 
ALL SIZES OF MICROFIBRE TRACK PANTS 
ARE NOW AVAILABLE FOR WINTER  -  
$22.00 each. 
JACKETS—ALL SIZES IN STOCK—$40.00 
each.  
 
Uniforms for Sale—in good condition  
 
2 Tracksuit Jackets  -  size 18/L  -  $20.00 each 
2 maroon v-neck tops  -  size L  -  $20.00 each  
2 school hats  -  size S/M  -  $5.00 each 
2 school ties  -  $10.00 each.  
 
Phone Wendy  -  4697 3493 / 0418872790 
 
 
 

CLIFTON 
CHAPLAINCY 
SOCK DRIVE  

 
 
PLEASE RETURN ORDER FORMS TO THE 

SCHOOL BY FRIDAY, 29 MAY  
 

All funds raised go to support the work of our 
school chaplains—Doug in the High School and 

Debbie in the Primary Schools. 
 

 

GARAGE SALE  
 

Saturday, 23 May 
8.00 am—12 pm  

 
Clifton High School Grounds 

 
Plants, books, misc. items 

 
Tea and Coffee available 

 
Raffle 

 
All community members are welcome 

to donate items towards the sale.   
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Malcolm Forbes  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Great accolades for Clifton SHS  
Beacon Foundation Awards, Melbourne!! 

Winner of….. 5 Awards  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Best Business Engagement Strategy 
Best Careers Education Initiative 

Runner up – Best No Dole School in Australia 
Runner up – Achieving Excellence in Leadership 

Jan Schibrowski - In recognition of sustained & exceptional commitment –  
Inaugural Member of the Beacon Foundation Hall of Fame 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
It is with great pride to announce that this school has won these awards. 

As a well established Beacon school, Clifton SHS has been recognised for successfully embedding the Beacon programs 
into the school and being consistent in maintaining these over a number of years.  These are nationally recognised awards 

given to one school from all the member schools of Beacon both State and Private.  This school has consistently achieved a 
high standard of excellence across all of the key best practice criteria – leadership, business/industry engagement, careers in 

education, and staff & student involvement. 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
A special congratulations to our outstanding Beacon Student 
Ambassadors – Jacob Allport, Rachael Bell, Jayde Johnston, 
Demi Johnson, Sam Gillam, Liana Gomez and Jarrod Coley.  
The calibre of our Ambassadors was exceptional and did the 
school proud. 
 
Special Guests: Mr Ray Hopper, Member for Condamine com-
mented on the value of the program and Mrs Lyndal Symonds 
of Back Plains State School, (one of our current business part-
ners), had commented: 

“This program is an absolute gem and really deserves recognition.  I 
would publicly like to thank Jan Schibrowski, Margherita Caruana, Bea-
con Foundation, Downs Group Training and Education Queensland for 
truly making a difference in the lives of OUR young people”. 

 
Senior Students, Emma Earl and 
Wil Bazley gave a commentary on 
the benefits of the program from a 
student perspective having been 
engaged in a school based trainee-
ship and apprenticeship, respec-
tively. Mr Will Bazley emphasized  
the importance of Literacy & Nu-
meracy especially if you wish to do 
a trade. 
 

A special thankyou to Ms Jan Schibrowski for supporting and financially 
resourcing the Real Futures Program, for without this, the school would 
not be properly equipped to offer such a valuable program which benefits 
all students in our school. 
 
Margherita Caruana  

 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Emma Earl was one of three nominees selected for the Sarina Russo 
Apprenticeship Services School Based General Trainee of the Year at 
the Annual Awards Night in Toowoomba on Monday 11 May 2009. 
 
The event celebrates the success and achievements of Host Employ-
ers, school based trainees and apprentices and its 22nd Anniversary. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The school wishes to acknowledge one of our 
local business partners -Host Employer, Mrs Jo 
Glasheen of The View Concepts, for engaging a 
school based trainee and for providing one of 
our students with a wonderful opportunity to 
complete a Cert. II Printing & Graphic Arts 
(Desktop Publishing).  It’s great to see students 
who exceed industry expectations whilst 
striving for excellence in Vocational Education &  
Training  
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P & C RAFFLE 
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For more information please contact 
either of the chaplains—Doug at the 
High School or Deb at the Primary 
Schools or phone Lee-Anne after 

hours on 4696  3184.   


