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Dates to note 
     
 
July 
 
 18 Kokoda Challenge 
 24 Year 8-12 Day  
 27 Parent / teacher interviews 
 28 Toowoomba Chronicle Expo 
 31 Athletics Carnival  
   
 

P & C—Next meeting—
August 12th.   

 
  
  
 

Clifton At A Glance. 
 
Term 3 and the really cold weather begins! Welcome 
back to all our Clifton School community! Again, it’s an-
other action packed term, jammed full of student activi-
ties. A special welcome back to Mereen Read who re-
turns after a great break wandering Central Australia. 
 
With the cold comes lots of colds and flu viruses. We 
ask your assistance in keeping your student home if 
they are sick and feverish. There are a number of rea-
sons for this but the two most important are related to 
spreading the virus unnecessarily and also the extra 
work load for the office staff who sometimes have 10 or 
more students in the sick bay and who need to super-
vise and contact parents.  
 
This week there has also been an issue with uniforms. I 
have given lots of prior notice to all of our student body 
and parents that inappropriate colours are not to be 
worn to school. Bright pink is the colour of choice at the 
moment and it would be easier if parents ensured that 
their children did not wear colours that were not part of 
our uniform. At the moment there are plenty of clean 
items at the office and I  will be insisting that students 
who are in especially outlandish colours wear these. All 
of this unpleasantness is easily avoided if the school 
uniform is worn. 
 
Congratulations to our Kokoda Team and Rachael Bell 
who great performances put our school up with the best 
in Queensland.  
 
Here’s hoping for a productive and interesting term! 
 
Jan S  
 
From the Deputy Principal 
 
Welcome back for term 3 – I missed term 2 and would 
like to specially thank Jamie Pukallus for all of his work 
during this time as the acting Deputy Principal. I have 
been told that I will need to work on his league team 
preferences. 
 



 
This term sees a special focus for our year 10 
cohort with their Beacon commitments and our 
year 12 cohort preparing for their pending QCS 
testing. Our staff have commenced the term with 
a marvellous Professional Development day with 
sessions aimed at motivation and issues for our 
school community. These consultants all posi-
tively commented about our school and it is our 
hope that our students and staff will practise 
what was gained from this group’s visit with us. 
 
Our school reports were posted at the end of last 
term utilising the new reporting format. A parent-
teacher afternoon is being planned for Monday 
27th from 3.30pm – 4.30pm and if this time is not 
suitable, you can also telephone the office to 
speak with staff members. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Finally, it was great to get back into the class-
room – we have some exciting electives in year 
10 and the students are showing real interest. 
We have a group of students completing exten-
sion style subjects in Mathematics, Science and 
English with input from our senior staff members 
- more about this aspect in the coming newslet-
ters when the fingerprinting gets really 
good. 
 
Also, stay tuned for some fantastic 
ideas that are being planned in our mid-
dle school – ummm “Master Chef” 
theme with special guest appearances 
from our “administration chef.” 
 
Anthony Bartlett 
PS – The Cowbees have finally started 
to hit their spurs – it is still only a maybe 
at this stage of the season BUT I love to 
dream ! 

 

Interested in a Career in Health? 
High School Students, Teachers, Families & 
Friends are invited to attend 
The Australian 
HealthFusion Team Challenge 
Friday 7th August 2009, 4pm to 5:30pm followed by a 
Complimentary Catered Cocktail Function at the 
UQ Centre on the St Lucia Campus 
Fr Centre, The University of Queensland, St Lucia 
Please RSVP to hctc@uq.edu.au 
by Monday 3rd August 2009 for catering 
Lucky Door Prizes to be won 
 
More information 
A video describing the 
HCTC is available on 
YouTube: 
http://au.youtube.com/watch?v=qdxMANtPlhw 

 
CONGRATULATIONS to our 
team that competed in the 
KOKODA TRACK CHAL-

LENGE (46kms) behind the back of the 
Gold Coast over the weekend.   The boys 
won the event!  More on this in the next 
newsletter!   

CONGRATULATIONS RACHAEL!! 

Over the last 3 weeks Rachael Bell, riding her 
horse Jerez, had a very busy competition 
schedule competing at the State Young Riders 
dressage, State Pony Club dressage (winning 
a bronze medal), State Interschool dressage 
and in the Qld team for the Australian Pony 
Club Nationals (4th individual, bronze medal in 
the teams and 1st in the pas de deux).  She 
won both Medium competitions at the State 
Interschool Championships to win overall    
Medium Champion.   



  

On Tuesday morning, 23rd June, the Year 9 cohort 
of Clifton High organised and ran a successful 
breakfast in response to a public appeal from the 
Principal of Kingaroy State High School on behalf of 
the Sharpley family of Kingaroy who lost everything 
in a house fire.  
 
“Breakfast with the Stars’ was a great success and 
raised much needed funds for the family.  
 
 
 

The Year 9 cohort express their gratitude to all 
those who supported the event Homestyle     
Bakeries and Toowoomba Refrigerated      
Transport for their generous contributions.  
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Student and Staff Wellbeing Days 
 
To ensure a positive start to term 3, both students 
and staff were treated to sessions by Rhys McFad-
den and Geoff Woods; motivational speakers from 
the SWIM (Schools Work and Innovative Ministries) 
organisation. 
 
The student free day allowed Rhys and Geoff to 
work with staff on developing an understanding of 
how we communicate with others, and the barriers 
which can sometimes arise. Staff also considered 
how their life experiences shape their approach to 
education and working with children. The day has received some very positive comments by staff, 
and a renewed appreciation for what can be achieved in this profession. 
 

The students experienced elements of the exlr8 program 
offered by SWIM. All students from Years 8-12 had the 
opportunity to engage with Rhys and Geoff on some key 
issues during these sessions. The resonating theme 
throughout the day was the importance of quality friend-
ships, and standing up for what they know to be right. 
Again, feedback was over-
whelmingly positive. 
 
We hope to offer more experi-
ences like these in the future. 
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School Top of the Class 
for Student Careers 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
At the school’s annual Charter Signing Cere-
mony on Friday 19 June , the school was pre-
sented with a plaque recognising Clifton’s status  
as a Beacon Foundation Platinum School, the 
highest honour bestowed upon only 16 of more 
than 100 member schools across Australia that 
run the Beacon Foundation No Dole Program. 
Platinum No Dole schools are those schools that 
exemplify the program by working as true part-
ners with their local business and community. 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Charter Signing is an important event where 
every Year Ten student signs a Charter making 
a public pledge that they will reject the dole as 
an ambition.  It’s a true community approach and 
one that should be celebrated and applauded, 
and one that is being adopted more and more 
over Australia as people understand the need for 
a whole of community approach to youth unem-
ployment. 
 
The Clifton State High School wishes to ac-
knowledge the strong linkages with local busi-
ness and industry that provide a solid and impor-
tant foundation for the Real Futures – No Dole 
Program which primarily works to steer students 
towards further education, training or employ-
ment. 
 

Laura Gietz—member of the Australian Netball Team 
and an Allora local was guest speaker at the Charter 
Signing Ceremony.  Laura’s determination and hard 
work, together with her training and natural ability has 
seen her reach this goal at the young age of  21.  She 
used this time as a positive encouragement for stu-
dents to strive for their goals.   



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 


