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Dates to note 
     
 
March 
 
 24  School Social 
 26  Toowoomba Show  
   Holiday  
 
April 
 
 06  NAPLAN Parent   
   Information Session  
 08  P & C Meeting—7pm  
 09  Final Day—Term 1  
 20  Student Free Day  
 21  Student Free Day   
   (Ministerial) 
   Proposed Parent/Teacher 
   Interview Afternoon 

 

Clifton At A Glance. 
 
We are entering the last few weeks of term 1 and it still feels like 
the first week, so it look s like 2009 is going to be another very 
busy year for us. It is pleasing to see so much community involve-
ment occurring for our students and as the school prides itself on 
this aspect, we are again meeting some of our yearly goals. 
 

The relationship that we have built with the Condamine Alliance 
has certainly given our students a more “hands on” experience. In a 
few weeks we take delivery of a large fish tank which will provide 
a breeding tank for small fish which can, in turn, be released into 
the Condamine—again, another very “hands on” experience for our 
classes! 
 

Our uniform and hat drive is being very successful and a big 
“thanks” to all those people who are supporting us in this endeav-
our. Just recently I was asked why a student was allowed to wear 
jeans to school. 
 

Yes, we are attempting to phase these out but it is very difficult be-
cause in this instance, this student had a legitimate reason—he is 
participating in the Step Out Program which is an initiative, pro-
vided free by the Australian Brick & Blocklaying Training Founda-
tion. It is mandatory that students wear appropriate, safe clothing so 
please be aware that sometimes, because we have some very special 
activities occurring, we might be dressed in a manner that at first 
may appear inappropriate but that might actually have a legitimate 
reason behind it eg many students are out of uniform and have col-
oured hair (including me!) today as we are raising funds for the 
Leukaemia Foundation. We’ll have some photos for you in the next 
newsletter. 
 

Enjoy the Show Holiday this Thursday and, if things are very busy, 
spare a thought for Deputy Anthony who is off to Japan to visit his 
daughter. If you see him next term, enquire as to his bathing experi-
ence while over there. 
Jan S 
 

From the Deputy Principal 
Week 8 has arrived and we have covered a lot of territory this 

term. Our Middle School is power-
ing along with an emphasis upon 
literacy and numeracy develop-
ment. Our focus this term is the 
environment and we have already 
completed one camp at the Conda-
mine River. 



  
Two of our senior students recently competed in the 
Lions Youth of the Year which is sponsored by our 
National Australia Bank. Both Shannon Wilkinson 
and Danelle Holmes produced fine efforts at the lo-

cal level with Shannon 
winning the public 
speaking section and 
Danelle winning 
through to the next 
stage. Danelle com-
peted at District Level 
and did well. The 
judges spoke highly of 
all competitors.  

 
Our school has a Religious Instruction Program that 
is ready for delivery. Doug Espie who is our Chap-
lain on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday is also a 
Youth Pastor at the Church of Christ at Highfields. 
Doug will deliver the R.I. Program on Fridays which 
is independent of his Chaplaincy duties. Letters 
seeking your approval have been posted and we 
await your responses. 
 
Our uniform is progressing well this year – we are a 
full “hat” school now with no caps while we also 
have a “NO JEANS” push happening this term. We 
understand there will be times when uniform be-
comes dirty and unavailable and we only need you 
to notify us of this situation by note or phone call to 
the school office. 
 
Finally, we have had several conversations with 
both parents and community members alike, with 
both groups positively commenting about our stu-
dents’ good manners. It certainly is refreshing to 
hear these comments as like, in most large groups, 
it is usually the loud and obnoxious that get noticed 
and bring the bad comments for the whole group. 
 
Anthony Bartlett 
 
PS – I will make no comment about being beaten by 
one point as I also experienced that fate in my com-
petition bowls on Sunday. The best news was that 
the sun did come up again this morning !!!!! 
 
Assessment Date Changes  
 
Year 10 HPE—Please note that the HPE Exam 
originally set for week 10 has been moved for-
ward and will be conducted in week 9.  
 
Year 10 Music— Performance now due week 11. 
 
 

Year 10 English— Advertisements and rationale 
now due week 10.   
 
Year 11 Maths A—  Mid Semester test now 3rd & 
6th April. 
 
 

 
 
DATE CLAIMER  
 
A Parent/Teacher Interview afternoon has been 
proposed for Tuesday, 21 April from 3.30 pm on-
wards. The afternoon will be informal with the P & 
C providing a BBQ for the event. Parents will have 
the opportunity to discuss student progress with 
their student’s teachers during the afternoon.    
 

Tutoring  
 
Maths Tutoring is held each Wednesday afternoon 
from 3.30—4.30 pm.  Students from all year levels 
are welcome to attend.  If you require more infor-
mation, if transport home is an issue, or if you re-
quire another subject to be tutored, please contact 
Steve Jones on 4697 3255.   
 
CHANGE OF DATE—NAPLAN  
Parent Information Session  
 

Recently a letter was posted to all Year 9 parents 
regarding a NAPLAN Information Session to be 
held on 30th March.   
 
This event will now be held on Monday, 6th April 
at 5.00 pm.   
 
We apologise for any inconvenience. 
 

 
 

 
Did you know Asthma affects 1 in 7 High 
School students? 
 
The Asthma Friendly Schools Program is a na-
tional health initiative with one of its important 
aims being to improve the ability of schools and 
teachers to fulfil their duty of care obligations for 
our students with Asthma.   
 
Does your child have an Asthma Action Plan 
from their GP that will help them and CSHS to 
effectively manage their asthma?  If so, please 
lodge a copy with our school.  If not, now would 
be a great opportunity for your child to visit their 
GP to formulate or update one to improve self 
management of their asthma.   
 
For more information contact the Asthma Foun-
dation of  Qld on 1800 177 948,   
www.asthmaqld.org.au or your school nurse, Jo 
Sellick  on 4697 3255. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Year 8s spent the 5 and 6 March at Passmore Reserve, on the Condamine River west of Clifton, as part of a 
continuing environmental project between Clifton and the Condamine Alliance.  
 

The overnight camp, which concluded last Friday afternoon, was 
inspirational to be part of.  The camp commenced with a talk by 
the captain of the Fire Brigade, Peter McKenzie and Rod Wardrop 
our local Ambulance Officer.  Both of these men generously gave 
their time so that the students would be more aware of fire safety 
and slightly better equipped to deal with a snake bite injury/other 
medical emergency.  Following this activity, the students split into 
groups with half of the cohort completing a small hike to old Ellen-
gowan Primary School where they listened to Mr Trevor 
Cavanagh present an historical overview about schooling in the 
1940s.  Meanwhile, the students who remained at the camp ro-
tated through two hands on practical activities—one with a sci-
ence focus and the other a math’s focus.  According to Mr Bart-
lett, the science students had a ball collecting field samples and then completing simple soil tests.   
 

The other group worked with Mrs Hutchinson on a real life scenario requiring students to cost a picnic shelter 
which would be at least 4 times the size of an existing one.  The students were enthusiastic in measuring and 
costing such a practical activity. After lunch the groups swapped over so the other half of the cohort could re-
ceive the historical talk.  On return to the camp, the students were put to the test with a race to see who could 
erect their group’s tent the quickest.  
 

The evening was a blast with some students helping to make a 
very large damper, while others were star gazing and engaging 
in an astronomy lesson.  A big thanks goes to Mr Gregory for 
bringing his telescope and for all his insightful knowledge.  After 
debriefing around the campfire and a little bit of acoustic guitar, 
the students were soon ready for bed.   
 

Day two was equally enjoyable and things got underway with 
breakfast cooked by Ms Schibrowski and this was followed by a 
visit from the Condamine Alliance and the Department of Fisher-
ies.  Students were once again swept up by the guest speakers 
in our Environmental Classroom.  Mr Kevin Graham, spokesper-
son for the Con-
damine Alliance, 
walked the stu-

dents around the Reserve and showed them special features 
of the area and the projects that they have commenced. Kate 
and Steph from the Department of Fisheries also took the op-
portunity to familiarise the students as they used large fish 
models and posters to ‘hook’ students’ interest.    

The camp was a truly positive experience 
and it was a pleasure to be part of some-
thing that will inevitably have a lasting im-

pact, not only on our role in preserving this 
area and impacting positively on the Murray-

Darling system, but also on friendships and     
student’s school work.     

                     
Adam Layton Year 8 Coordinator 



 
 
 
 
 

The School Cattle Team has been busy participating 
in the Darling Downs Show Circuit for the last month. 
 
Team members from last year—Christine Pauli, Justin 
Wade, Nikita Bradshaw, Tanya Elbury, Cameron 
Fowke, Rebecca Woods, Cayb and BJ Scherwin and 
Emily Schuster, have been joined by new member, 
Alex Earl.  This year training has been shifted from 
after school to lunch time practices to allow continuity 
in skill development and has enabled students to 
break in two new steers, Toby and Da.  
 
At the Clifton Show , Year 10 student, Cameron 
Fowke,  presented his steer, Shandy, for the first time. 
Cameron has spent many hours of hard work break-
ing in this steer and has carted him to Clifton, Pitts-
worth and Inglewood with the help of his father.  Well 
done! 
 
Even though the Saturday of the Clifton Show was 
rather damp, students were enthusiastic and repre-
sented their school well.   
 
Clifton Show results  
 
Heavyweight Led Steer  -  3rd with Monty  
 
Students competed at the Pittsworth Show  on Friday 
night, 06 March in the School Paraders and the Young 
Judges Competition.  Cayb Schwerin was placed 2nd 
in the Paraders.  Once again our school steer Monty 
was placed 2nd in the Heavyweight Led Steer Class.  
On Saturday, some students were kept busy assisting 
Gary to show his cattle.   
 
Last Friday, the team consisting of Christine Pauli, 
Tanya Elbury, Justin Wade, Cayb Schwerin, Cameron 
Fowke and Alex Earl travelled to Inglewood  Show 
and camped overnight in preparation for the Saturday 
events.  Our team was ably supported by parents 
Mark Fowke and Bob Earl.  A big thankyou 
to these parents for their help over the 
show, and also to other parents who pro-
vided food for our meals.   
 
Students really showed us how they could 
work in a team and be focussed and com-
mitted to the job at hand.  As a result, the 
team was successful in a number of 
events.   
 
Results  
 
Monty—2nd Heavyweight Led Steer 
     Highly commended in Cham     
     pion Steer Class 
 
Cayb, with his entry, was placed 3rd in the 
same class.  
 
15 yrs Paraders— Cayb Schwerin 1st 
            Justin Wade 2nd 
 
Senior Paraders— Christine Pauli 4th  
 

Champion Parader of Show—Cayb Schwerin  
                                             
Senior Judges—  Christine Pauli 2nd   
                              Cayb Schwerin 3rd  
 
Clifton State High School placed: 
�  1st  Herdsmanship Competition 
�  2nd School Display 
�  3rd Overall School Points  
 
The team brought home ribbons plus $380 in Prize 
Money.  
 
As the school doesn’t have enough cattle to allow 
each student to work with a single beast, Gary took 
two of his own Simmental Stud animals to Inglewood 
for students to lead.  
 
Gary managed a first place in both classes—Heifer 9 
months and Heifer 12 months.  He then went on to 
win Junior Champion Female, Grand Champion Fe-
male and Reserve Champion Female.  
 
Cayb Schwerin also exhibited his own animals in the 
Stud Santa Gertrudis classes and won Santa 
Gertrudis Bull 7—12 months.  He also received 
Grand Champion Santa Gertrudis Bull of the Show.  
 
Not to be forgotten, young BJ Schwerin travelled to 
the Oakey Show on the same weekend.  BJ came 1st 
in Junior Paraders and won Grand Champion Santa 
Gertrudis Bull with his entry.  
 
Congratulations to all!  A job well done and you were 
great role models for our school.  Also, thanks Gary 
for giving of your time and your truck to cart the cat-
tle.  We really appreciate your commitment to the 
team.  We are now looking forward to the 
Toowoomba Show on the 26—28 March.    
     Marg Hutchinson    



 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

(Photo courtesy of Clifton Cou-
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 CONGRATULATIONS 
 

BRADLEY FIECHTNER 
 

SELECTED TO  
PARTICIPATE IN THE 

STATE CHAMPIONSHIPS 
IN CRICKET  

���������	
����
���������
�
���������	
����
��������
�
�����

�����������
����� ������
��������
�����������������
����������
�������������
����������������
��������� �����������
�
���
�� ���������
�
�������������������	������������	�!��
�����"����� ��������	
�����
��������������!#
��
�����	������
 
������������
����������
�����$�

 �%������$��&�!���������$��
%�
��������
���� �����������������
������
��� �

Senior Girls Team with Miss Dunn 
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Time: Doors 
open 6:30pm close 
7:00pm  
Finishes: 9:30pm 
Food and Drinks 
will be available to      
purchase 
 

   Date: Tuesday 24th  

          Cost: $3.00 in      
 theme.  
             $3.50 out 
  of  theme.        
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F. E LOGAN HALL 


