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Dates to note 
       
June 
 01 Q’ld Secondary School Tennis  
 02 D.D. Cross Country 
  Cattle Team to Farmfest 
 08 Queen’s Birthday  
 09 Q’ld Secondary School Tennis  
 10  P & C—7pm  
 15 Yr 10 Work Exp. commences 
 18 Yr 9 PE Excursion—Warwick 
 19 Beacon Charter Signing 
 26 Last Day of Term  
 
July 
 
 13 Student Free Day  
 14 First Day Term 3  
 

Clifton At A Glance. 
We are nearly half way through the school year—for most, 
this has little significance but for our year 12 students, time is 
getting away from you and you can’t afford to drop the ball or 
get too far behind. Now is the time to talk to your teachers and 
HODs and make sure that you are progressing at a satisfac-
tory pace and with sufficient quality so that your 12 years of 
schooling is not wasted. 
 
In that light, it is timely for all students to do a reality check 
and make sure that they are still heading towards the goals 
that they targeted. 
 
Some students have been raising concerns about whether 
they should have to wear uniforms or not. Please be aware 
that uniforms and the policy around the wearing of uniforms is 
a P & C matter. At the present moment we are a uniform 
school and the policy in place currently was reviewed by the P 
& C over a lengthy period and anyone interested was given an 
opportunity o have their say. 
 My job as Principal is to implement the policy. 
 
Over the coming weeks we will be raffling a trailer of firewood. 
Any money raised from this raffle will go directly to improving 
the tuckshop area so please help us by selling the tickets 
when they are sent home. Many thanks to Mr Matt Carter for 
his generous donation of the wood. 
 
Lots of activities are planned for these last few weeks. If you 
have any questions about these, please contact Jamie or I 
and we’d be happy to talk to you about them. 
 
A gentle reminder to all that we also have a mobile 
phone/ipod/MP3 player policy. These devices are best left at 
home. 
 
Jan S 
 
From the Deputy  
 
It has been a very typical mid-term over the past two weeks. 
Although there has been a mix of positives and negatives, we 
will have achieved some significant feats by the end of term. 
 
It has been great to hear some positive feedback regarding 
the first acknowledgement postcards which were sent home 
last week. I strongly believe in promoting the work of students 
who go the extra mile, and although only a small gesture, I 



 hope parents will appreciate the feedback these post-
cards will provide. 
 
On a less pleasing front, there have been a few issues 
lately regarding what I would call “reactive” behaviours 
across the school.  A similar theme has been evident 
with some students taking offence at the actions of 
others, and instead of referring these issues; take it 
upon themselves to rectify the problem. The result is a 
lengthy process of who is to “blame” and how to re-
build relationships.  I remind all our school community 
that there is a much more efficient and effective way of 
dealing with these issues, but this can only occur if 
staff are aware of the problem, and the correct process 
is followed. 
 
“You can never solve a problem on the level on which 
it was created.” Albert Einstein 
 
Earlier this week students in Year 8 were visited by 
staff from the Department of Primary Industries and 
Condamine Alliance as part of Native Fish Awareness 
Week. Students participated in a range of activities 
relating to our native fish, their breeding habits, and 
fishing issues. It was a very enjoyable day for all, with 
positive comments from our visitors relating to stu-
dents and school programs. 
 
Jamie Pukallus  
 
 
REMINDER 
 
Fun Run Booklets and money are due in 
to the office.  If you have not returned 
your form and money  please do so imme-
diately.  
 
Sock Drive Order Forms are due in to the 
office.  Orders being placed next week.  If 
you would like to place an order please 
have your order form to the office no later 
than Tuesday.  Thank you for your sup-
port.   

 
ATTITUDINAL DRIVING WORKSHOPS  
 

Attitudinal Driving Workshops began in response to a 
number of road deaths involving young drivers and 
passengers 16—25 years.  They are the most over-
represented in traffic crashes nationally.  Secondly, 
their parents the next over-represented group with the 
gap group between 26—45 coming third.  
 
The project is supported by the RSL through their 
charter, which is “ Ensuring the youth of Australia 
are able to develop to their full potential”  and the 
mission statement is “Engage the emotional con-
science of the driving community to take personal 
responsibility in reducing road carnage and hon-
our our commitment to the youth of Australia”.   
 
The next workshop will be held on the 09 June at the 
Toowoomba RSL at 6.30 pm.   
For more information email  
Harding.BrendanL@police.qld.gov.au 
 

CONGRATULATIONS 
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on being awarded the  
coveted  

Pierre de Coubertin Award 
for 2009 

For outstanding participation in 
sport and in recognition of his 
consistent demonstration of  

initiative, teamwork,  
sportsmanship and fair play 
through a variety of sports. 
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Clifton State High School, together with the Beacon Foundation and 
SKM (Sinclair Knight Merz), recently offered a unique opportunity to 4 
students, particularly interested in Engineering as a future pathway, to 
attend an Engineering Field Day at the Boggo Road Busway. 
 
Students -  Jarrod Coley, Grant Canning, Billy Frizzell and Darryll Dator 
- were invited into the Operations Centre located at SKM in Brisbane 
where they spent the morning meeting and talking with Managers, En-
gineers and Planners working in  the Ops Centre which is split into dif-
ferent disciplines:  Civil Enginering, Traffic and Transport Planning, 
Building Services, Project Management & Architectural and Structural 
Engineering. 

 
Some of the stories were simply 
awe inspiring – especially one 
told by Ben Knust, Structural En-
gineer, who together with 2 other engineers built the Pat Rafter 
Arena. 
 
Ben spoke of his life having been raised by hearing impaired 
parents. He spoke of courage and conviction - “for there are no 
boundaries in life” - and encouraged students to not be afraid to 
seek and conquer. 
 

After lunch the students were taken by Maxi Taxi to the Boggo 
Road Busway, linking the Eastern Busway and the Eleanor 
Schonell Bridge (Green Bridge), which incorporates 740 metres 
of driven and cut cover tunnelling to minimise the impact of 
Busway construction and operation. 
 

Students met with labour-
ers who have climbed up 
the ranks and now manag-
ing up to 15 people.  It was 
quite overwhelming to hear 
these men speak with great 
pride about their accomplishments.  Students also spoke with 
Environmental and Occupational Health & Safety Engineers on 
site to get a better understanding of what their responsibilities 
are in relation to environmental sustainability and safety. 
 
SKM, working as part of an Alliance with Thiess and Qld Trans-

port, has been responsible for the planning and design of this project. The construction commenced in 
June 2006 and employs over 300 people on the project.  It has taken four years for this massive pro-
ject to come to fruition. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
The Clifton District Band has been 
rehearsing after school every Monday 
this year to prepare for a busy sched-
ule in 2009. The band has expanded 
this year to include lead guitar, 
rhythm guitar and synthesiser. The 
overall sound is more contemporary 
and gives us the opportunity to ex-
periment with different styles. This 
year the band is preparing a 40 to 50 
minute performance which includes 
concert band pieces, duets and small 
ensembles and even some traces of 
‘heavy metal’ rock. 
 
Primary School Band Tour. 
 
On July 27th the band will perform at Pilton and Greenmount State School as part of the annual primary 
school band tour. The day will include lunch at McDonalds in Toowoomba. 
 
Concert at the Tivoli Theatre. 
 
On Tuesday, 11th August the band will present their program at the Tivoli Theatre in Clifton. 
 
Later in the year there will also be a performance at the Chaplaincy Dinner and a three day tour to Brisbane 
to link up with a major high school for instrumental music workshops and performances. That tour will culmi-
nate with a performance at TYME in Toowoomba. 
 

We wish our band well this year as they embark on t his ambitious program. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

What an exciting week! From May 17-24,Clifton joined in with thousands 
of schools all over Queensland for Chaplaincy week. 
 
 “Chappy” week is the time of year when schools and communities band 
together to celebrate the work of Chaplaincy within our region, and to 
raise awareness of what Chaplaincy is and what services Chaplains offer. 
 
This year the Local Chaplaincy Committee organised a big pancake 
breakfast and drawing challenge at the Primary school, some wide and 
varied activities for our Clifton Critters, and finally a games and activities 

afternoon at the TNT New 
Life Centre.  The high 
school also ran a “Chappy Slogan” competition, which was taken 
out by Annallisa Fiecthner with her apt slogan “Chaplains-a shoul-
der to lean on”. 
 
Overall, the week was a great success, and we are looking forward 
to an even bigger event next year. 
 
A special big thank you for all our wonderful volunteers. 
 
Till next time 
Doug Espie 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Open Boys Bradley Fiechtner 

Open Girls Kinah McKinnon 

Under 16 Boys Patrick Burchett 

Under 16 Girls Rickie Beatson 

Under 15 Boys Will Porter 

Under 15 Girls Chantelle Welch 

Under 14 Boys Shaun Way 

Under 14 Girls  Jade Deeth 

Under 13 boys Jack Parry 

Under 13 Girls  Meaghan Weidemann 

AGE CHAMPIONS 

Senior Boys Bradley Fiechtner 

Senior Girls Kinah McKinnon 

Junior Boys Will Porter 

Junior Girls Meaghan Weidemann 

OVERALL AGE CHAMPIONS 
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Rachael Bell has continued to excel in her equestrian events com-
peting at the South East Queensland Regional Interschool Champi-
onships several weekends ago and at an open Interschool qualifier 
day at Laidley where she won both Medium tests.   
 
The next event will be the State Young Riders dressage champion-
ships on the 26-28 June and following that will be the State Inter-
school Championships in Warwick from 9 July.  The next day 
Rachael will leave for Sydney to compete as part of the State Pony 
Club Team for the Nationals.   

Members of our Cattle Team continue to 
excel and represent their school with 
pride.  Recently at the Darling Downs Sub 
Chamber Schools Competition Final 
Christine Pauli received a 3rd place in 
Paraders and a 2nd in Young Judges 
(16—25 years).  Cayb, Justin and B-J. all 
competed well and Clifton State High 
placed 3rd overall in the Schools Competi-
tion.  
 
Cayb is now off to Kingaroy in July to rep-
resent the school in paraders and stud 
judging.    

Cayb and B-J Schwerin represented Clifton High 
at Beef Australia 2009 in Rockhampton recently 
and excelled in their fields.   
 
Cayb placed in the top 10 for Paraders and 
Judges in the Under 19 age group (140 competi-
tors)  and his Santa Gertrudis cattle placed 1st 
and 4th in their divisions.  
 
B-J placed 1st in Prime Judging, and 1st in Stud 
Judging in the Under 15 years division and 2nd in 
Paraders in the Under 12s.   B-J was competing 
against 131 others in his fields.   

CONGRATULATIONS AND WELL DONE TO ALL MEMBERS OF OUR   
CATTLE TEAM!! 


